L'pon  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Condition  of 
tlie  BELFORD  Rural 
Sanitary  (district.  :: 


For  Year  ending  December  31st,  1923 


H.  H.  SL/MN,  ALNWiaK. 


Pneumonia  : — J)eatlis. 

Above  05  : — 1. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  : — 

Above  15  and  undvr  ‘20  . — 1. 

„ 20  „ 25;-l. 

„ ‘25  „ 55:— 1. 

,,  35  ,,  45: — 1. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  : Deaths  : — 

Above  20  and  under  35  : — 2. 
„ 35  „ 45  :-2. 

3'ho  efTiciencv  of  notification  of  tubercolosis 
generally  well  maintained. 


in  the  distriid.  is 


4.  Causes  of  Sickness. 


There  have  been  numeious  cases  of  influenza  in  the  early  and  late 
raonflis  of  the  year,  but  generally  speaking  the  type  has  been  mild, 
and  there  were  no  deaths.  In  February  there  was  an  outbreak  of 
mumps  in  the  North  Sunderland  district,  but  it  was  not  found  nece.s- 

sarv  to  close  the  School.  In  October  there  were  numerous  cases  of 

%/ 

whooping  cough,  but  here  also  it  was  not  found  nece.ssaiw  to  close  the 
School. 

In  February  chicken-pox  was  made  notifiable.  In  July  a special 
report  was  presented  to  the  District  Council  in  reference  to  the 
method  of  dispo.sal  of  house  I'cfuse  in  the  village  of  Bamburgh,  and  a 
report  dealing  with  the  same  subject  was  pre.sente<l  on  December  27rh. 

Upon  several  occasions  during  the  year  I have  di’awn  your 
attention  to  the  inadequate  character  of  the  Sn  all-pox  Hospital.’  I 
pointed  out  that  there  is  not  a suflicient  water  supply,  ther(>  is  no 
drainage,  and  there  is  practically  no  acci>mmodat ion  for  the  staff.  1 
1‘eminded  you  that  these  are  all  essentials  and  i’e(iuire  \’our  careful  and 
earliest  attention. 


Early  in  the  year  I drew  your  attention  to  the  marked  pi-evaleuoe 
of  diphtheri.a  in  some  other  parts  of  the  countr\',  and  the  value  of  the 

suscejitil  le  ‘to  this  importa:ir 


Schick  Test  in  ascertaining  who  are 
disease. 


5,  Summary  (for  reference) 

of  Nursing  Arrangements,  Hospitals  and  other  Institutions  available 
tor  the  District. 

Piofo.ssional  Nursing  in  the  diome  is  provided  by  Local  Nursing 
Associations  to  their  members,  and  .such  facilities  are  of  great  value  to 
ttie  community. 

Rural  District  Council  does  not  conti  idute  any  financial  aid 

district.  The  Guardians  however  sub 

witli*tl«i  '*^1  ^ i>rovi.sional  arrangements 

with  the  local  Nursing  Association  in  regard  to  ]>oor  Law  cases" 
ilieie  ai  3 no  certificated  mid  wives. 


n 
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Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. — There  arc  no  Mater- 
nity and  Child  Welfare  Centres  nor  Day  Nurseries.  Arrangements 
are  made  for  the  treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases  in  the  Newcastle 
Koyal  V'ietoria  Infirmary. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  by  the  County  Council. — The  District 
^ouncil  has  proviiled  an  8 bed  isolation  Hospital  for  eases  of  smallpox. 
The  (\)iinty  Council  now  owns  it’s  own  Sanatorium  for  cases  of  tuber- 
culosis at  Wooley,  near  Corbridgc.  There  is  accommodation  for 
Hi  cases,  71  males,  'Jb  females,  and  47  children.  There  arc  also  38 
beds  at  Staunington  Sairltorium  which  are  reserved  for  children  up  to 
the  age  of  16.  inchnlctl  in  this  is  a small  number  reserved  for  surgi- 
cal cases. 

The  only  institutional  provision  for  unmarried  motheis,  illegiti- 
mate infants  and  homeless  children  is  the  Poor  Law  1 nstitution,  or 
where  facilities  are  ai.iilablo  for  boarding  out  purposes. 

Ambulance  facilities  for  infectious  and  non-infectious  and  accident 
eases  ; — Arrangements  are  made  for  the  u.se  when  recpiired  of  ambul- 
ances which  belong  to  an  adjoining  authority. 

6.  Laboratory  Work. 

The  County  Council  during  the  year  made  bacteriological  examin- 
ations in  reference  to  Tubercle  and  Enteric  Fever. 

J >iphtheria  aniitoxin  is  kept  in  store  by  the  iMedical  Officer  of 
Health  for  u.se  when  required.  Antitetanic  .serum  is  also  available. 

List  of  Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-laws  and  Local  Regulations  relating 
to  the  public  health,  in  force  in  the  district  with  date  of  adoption. 

(1)  Prevention  of  N uisances  in  the  Keeping  of  Animals,  88th  Sept., 
1893. 

(2)  Common  Lodging  Houses,  18th  December,  1884. 

(3)  Slaughter  Houses,  28th  September,  1893. 

(4)  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc.,  12th  January,  1899. 

(5)  New  Streets  and  Ruilding.s,  4th  July,  1906. 

Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885, 
were  adopted  in  1887. 

Adoptive  Acts. 

(1)  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  11th  June,  1891. 

(2)  Infectious  Dise^ises  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  11th  June,  1891. 

8.  Public  Health  Staff. 

The  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Council  are  : — 

(1)  The  Clerk. 

(2)  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(3)  The  Sanitary  Inspector  (who  also  acts  as  Surveyor). 
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I'lie  ■Siinitiiry  1 nspoctof  is  a whole  time  ofticer.  Tlie  Clerk  and 
;^[e(lical  Otiioer  of  Health  are  part  time  ollieer.s.  The  latter  and  the 
Sanitary  I iispeetor  are  those  to  whose  salaries  contribution  is  made 
under  the  Public  Ifealth  Acts  or  hv  ICxcheipier  grants. 

'I’lie  INledical  OtHcer  of  1 lealth  holds  a IJiploma  in  Public  Health 
granted  to  him  by  the  Hoyal  College  of  Surgeons  of  Edinburgh.  The 
Sanitary  Inspector  is  an  Associate  <jf  the  Hoyal  Sanitary  Institute. 
This  information  is  now  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  recjuired  to  be 
stated. 


9.  Housing. 

Number  of  new  hou.ses  ei’ccted  iluring  the  year  ; — 

(а)  Total  ...  --  1 3 

(б)  As  part  of  a munici[)al  housing  scheme  ...  Nil. 

1.  Unfit  dtveUiiuj  hons-'is. 

inspection— (1)  Total  number  of  d welling-hou.ses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Pui)lic  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  79 

(2)  Numl)er  of  dwelling-hou.ses  which  were  i inspected  and  record- 

ed under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  liegulation.s, 
191U  ...  " ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  (hvelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  .so  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health  as  to  b(!  unlit  for  human  habitation  Nil. 

(i)  Number  of  (hvelling-hou.ses  (exclusive  of  tho.se  referred  to 
under  the  preceding  .sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  re- 
spects reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  12 

2.  Remedy  oj  Defects,  icilhonf  Semdce  of/onnal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Olficers  12 

3.  Action  under  Slaiiitory  I'on'crs. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town  Plan- 

ning, A’c.  Act  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-hou.ses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil. 

(2)  Numher  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit — 

(a)  by  owners  ..  ...  ...  Nil. 

{b)  by  l^ocal  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 

(3)  “Numher  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
ileclaiations  by  ownei's  of  intention  to  close  Nil. 

B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  lespect  of  which 
notice.s  were  nerved  requiring  defects  to  bo 
remedied  ...  ...  Nil. 

(-)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied 

{a)  by  owners  ...  _ Nil. 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 
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C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town 

Planning,  itc.  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Nuinher  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Oraers  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-hou.ses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made...  ...  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Clo.si  ig  Orders  were  determined,  the  house  having 
been  made  fit...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(-1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  De- 
molition Orders  were  made  ...  Nil. 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 
of  Demolition  Orders  ...  • ...  Nil. 

D.  — ^There  have  been  during  the  year  no  noteworthy  condition 
prejudical  to  the  health  of  the  area,  nor  any  important  measures 
altecting  the  public  health  taken.  T have  recommended  strongly  that 
in  regard  (o  the  provision  of  hospital  .accommodation  for  small-pox 
ca.ses  this  should  be  secured  by  one  conjoint  hospital  for  a group  of 
districts.  At  the  present  time  when  transport  by  motor  ambulance  is 
so  easily  obtained,  this  is  a meiisure  which  seems  eminently  suitable 
for  rural  areas,  but  so  far  no  action  has  been  taken  by  the  District 
Council. 

There  has  been  no  noteworthy  occurrence  affecting  the  public 
health  during  the  year  which  concerns  the  sanitary  authority  or  its 
sanitary  staff',  nor  any  important  developments  of  public  health  admin- 
istration. 

Housing  Schemes.. — There  are  signs  of  private  enterprise  creating 
activity  in  this  direction  in  Bclford  and  North  Sunderland.  There  is  a 
veiy  distinct  need  for  homses  which  are  suitable  for  the  working  classes 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  every  encouragement  will  be  made  to  make 
the  building  of  such  houses  attractive  to  private  enterprise.  The 
building  of  larger  houses  is  welcome  iuasmuch  as  it  reduces  unem})loy- 
ment,  but  it  is  of  the  most  pressing  importance  that  the  needs  of 
the  ivorking  classes  are  alwa3^s  uppermost  in  the  minds  of  the  local 
authorities. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

"Water  Supplies. — The  Disti  ict  generally  is  as  a rule,  well 
supplied  with  water.  A large  number  of  farm  premises  have  water 
laid  on,  and  the  others  obtain  water  from  wells  by  means  of  pumps,  etc. 
All  the  supplies  of  the  district  are  constant  except  in  some  instances 
in  seasons  of  unusual  drought. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  sewage  with  few  excep- 
tions pas.ses  into  streams,  ditches,  or  into  the  sea,  and  is  untreated 
before  doing  .so.  In  Belford  town  most  of  the  houses  are  drained  into 
sewer  conduits  and  by  them  into  the  Belford  stream  j this  should  be 
abandoned  and  a modern  drainage  .scheme  installed.  I.solated  houses 
and  farm  places  throughout  the  district  are  in  many  ca.ses  drained  into 
cesspools,  although  in  some  places  the  sewage  is  discharged  into 
streams-  Septic  tanks  are  in  use  in  a few  instances. 
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Closet  Accomodation.— Tilt-  aslipit  an.i  piiry  system  is 
'-■enerally  in  use  in  fai-m  j)laces,  and  in  most  of  the  villages  also. 

Public  scaven^fcrs  are  api)ointed  to  remove  liouse  refuse  in 
Pelford,  North  Sunderland  and  Sea  Houses,  in  otlier  places  tliis  duty 
is  carried  out  by  the  occupiers.  An  increasing  number  of  liouses  are 
now  provided  with  movable  ashbins  as  water  clo.set  accommodation  i.s 
more  introduced. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. 

huring  the  year  vi.sit.s  have  been  paid  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuis- 
ance.s  and  myself  to  various  parts  of  the  District,  and  enquiries  made 
into  the  gener.il  liealthine.ss,  i h(!  water  suppl y,  tlu;  di  ainage  and  the 
condition  of  dwelling  houses.  1 )efective  conditions  have  been  reported 
to  the  District  Council  and  notices  sent  to  theoeenpiers  or  owners.  A 
detailed  tal)le  of  inspections  made  l)y  the  Inspeetov  of  Nuisances  is 
appended  to  this  report. 

'i’he  worksliops,  slaughter  hou.ses,  hakelKni.se.s  and  cowsheds  have 
been  inspected. 

Cowsheds.  — In  some  instances  orders  liave  been  given  to  lime- 
wash,  and  these  have  been  complied  with.  Speaking  generally  they 
are  kept  faii'ly  well. 

There  are  2o  Cowsheds  on  the  llegister. 

Proceedings  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act 

1901. 

Under  the  above  Act  special  visits  liave  been  jiaid  to  the  various 
workshops  in  the  District,  and  an  enquiry  made  into  tlieir  sanitary 
condition  in  reference  to  : — 

(1)  Cleanliness 

(2)  .Air  Space 

(3)  Ventilation 

(•1)  Drainage  and  Wet  Floors 

(5)  Provision  of  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

Hake  Houses,  four  in  numbei',  have  leceived  .special  attention, 
and  found  to  be  in  a .satdsfactory  condition. 

Ihe  names  of  tenants  of  all  \\  orksliops  liave  been  placed  upon  a 
Register. 

In  none  of  the  workshops  are  tiny  out- workers  tmploved. 

J he  following  i.s  a li.sl  of  the  oeeiipations  carried  on  in  the  various 
woi’kshops  ; — 


Dressmakers 

1 1 

Rakers 

4 

l^ootmakei's 

i 

IHaeksmillis 

8 

'railor.s. 

■> 

Saddlers 

1 

-loiiiers 

Painters 

4 

(A'cle  Agents  A’  Garages 

() 

Herring  Curers 

5 

Gas  Works 

‘) 

Plumbers  ... 

3 

Sawmills 

•') 

IMillwriglits 

1 

Sculptors  ...  1 
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In  the  great  majority  of  cases  I.  liave  found  the  air  space  to  he 
ample. 

In  all  cases  tlieVe  has  l)eon  sufliGient  air  space  for  the  mimher 
employed  during  woiking  houi’s. 

The  general  cleanliness  and  drainage  have  been  found  satisfactorv. 

Annual  Report  of  the  IVIedical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  Year  1923. 

For  the  llui-al  District  of  Belford,  on  the  administration  of  the 
Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901.  in  connection  with  Jhictories, 
Workshops  and  AVorkplaces. 


Workshops  and  Workplaces: 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  92 

Written  Notices  ...  ...  Nil 

Pro.seeutions  ...  ...  Nil 

Workshops  on  Register  (s.  i31)  at 

the  end  of  1922  ...  6ti 


Causes  of  Death  in  Belford  Rural  District,  1923, 

Civilians  only. 


]\[ales.  Females. 


All  Causes  ...  32 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

System  ...  4 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  2 

Cerebral  liajmorrhage,  etc.  2 

Heart  Disease  ...  9 

Bronchitis  ...  2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  0 

Other  Respiraiory  Diseases  2 

Suicide  ...  1 

Other  Defined  Di.scascs  10 


Causes  Ill-defined  or  I'nkuown  2 
Dcatlis  of  ^ 

' yo'"--  ) 0 

Total  Bii  ths 
Legitsmate 
Illegitimate 
Population 


44 

■13 

1 


31 

0 

5 

5 

(i 

0 

1 
0 
0 
7 
1 
0 

0 

33 

31 

O 

4950 


General  llegi.-iter  Office, 
Somerset  House, 

I^ndou,  .C.  2. 


April,  Uj2Ji. 
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Schools.  — AfLei-  closure  Schools  should  ulways  be  disinfected 
and  an  al)undant  su[)ply  of  air  passed  through  them.  Sanitary  con- 
veniences are  provided  for  all  the  Schools.  There;  are  facilities  for 
oljtaining  drinking  water,  though  in  the  ca.se  of  Newham  and  Elling- 
ham  not  sullicienlly  near. 

• 

Food...  ..Attention  has  been  paid  to  milk  supplies  by  insj>ections 
made  of  cowsheds  and  cows.  Speaking  geuierally,  tlie  former  are  airy 
and  'veil  ventilated,  the  chief  faults  found  are  need  for  more  frecpient 
cleaning  of  the  walls,  and  attention  to  the  cleanliTie.s.s  of  the  cows 
themselves,  llegulations  in  reference  to  ligiit,  ventilation,  air  space, 
tloor  area,  and  general  construction  should  be  carefully  fi.xed. 

Number  of  Slaughter  Houses  in  lbl4 — 5.  danuary  1921 — 5. 

December  1921 — 5.  December  1923—6. 

No  public  abbatoir  has  been  established  in  the  district  but  oppor- 
tunities are  afforded  of  inspecting  meat  at  the  time  of  slaughter. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 

No  cases  of  Dysentery,  Trench  Fever  or  Ttnteric  Fever  were 
notified. 

In  cases  of  Diphtheria  anti-to.xin  is  promptly  resorted  to,  and  in 
all  suspicious  throat  cases  swabs  are  taken  and  sent  olf  for  immediate 
examination  at  Newcastle.  • 

Tuberculosis. — There  is  no  imstitution  in  the  district  for  the 
treatment  of  this  disease. 

Small-iPox. — No  primary  vaccinations  t)r  re-vaccinations  have 
been  performed  by  the  Medical  Ollicer  of  Health  under  the  Public 
Health  (.Smallpox  Prevention).  Hegidations,  1917.  In  Mav,  1920,1 
reported  to  the  District  Council  upon  the  Small-Pox  Hospital,  and 
recommended  one  central  Hospital  for  all  the  Northern  Districts  in 
the  County.  This  would  lead  to  elHciency  as  patients  can  be  readily 
and  safely  removed  considerable  distances  by  motor  ambulances. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  County  Council  provide  lady  inspectors  who  visit  mothers 
and  give  n.scful  advice  in  child  welfare. 

The  physical  welfaie  of  the  child  is  of  paramount  importance  to 
the  Nation.  It  is  well-known  that  many  of  the  deaths  in  children 
undei'  one  year  aie  due  to  improper  care  and  feeding  wiiieh  lead  to 
atrophy  (oi'  wasting)  so  that  when  these  children  are  attacked  bv 
dis(;ase  their  chances  f)f  recovery  arc  small  inder'd.  Excessive  diar- 
rlireal  mortality  occurs  during  llie  summer  months  especially  if  the 
weather  is  unusually  hot,  and  the  close  connection  between  the  disease 
and  botth'  feeding  is  too  well-known  to  need  comment. 

Dnd('r  the  Ijoeal  Ooxernment  I’oard  Order  in  leferencc  to  Child 
M elfai'c  the  County  (.lonncil  ha\e  appointtal  Ibailth  Visitors  for  all 
the  districts  undc'r  the  Ordtu’.  I'lu*  (lounty  Health  Committee  encour- 
ages the  foianation  of  ehikl  welfare  centres  and  have  asked  their 
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Health  Visitors  to  give  whatever  itiforniitiou  ami  help  they  can  in 
connection  with  the  above,  and  have  impressed  upon  them  the  abso- 
lute necessity  of  carrying  with  them  the  cu-operation  of  the  local 
medical  ollicer  (jf  health  and  all  other  medical  practitioners,  district 
nurses  and  midwives.  When  consulted  about  any  infant  they  have 
been  warned  to  ascertain  first  whether  any  medical  man  is  in  attend- 
ance and  if  so  to  give  no  advice  as  U)  food  or  other  treatment ; and  in 
any  acute  case  such  as  inllame<l  eyes  in  new  born  children  (which 
often  leads  to  blindness)  to  impress  upon  tlie  parents  the  necessity  of 
calling  in  a doctor  at  once,  and  to  ask  the  doctor  if  he  approves  of  the 
Health  Visitor  acting  in  conjunction  with  the  district  nurse  in  carry- 
ing out  the  treatment. 

Jas.  G.  Macaskie,  D.P.H., 

1924.  IMedical  Oflicer  of  Healtli. 
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Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 

J023* 


J)ming  liu!  yea,!',  j^eiieral  su tjf  .sar.iiary  inalters 

has  been  maintaiiu'd,  and  niuch  iisehd  loutine  work  accoinplisliod. 
]3nt  tliere  is  iniiuh  iieeci  of  more  marked  impi-ovemeiii  in  sanilarv 
comlicions  generally  throughout  the  disiriet,  housing  and  sanitarv 
accommodation  being  ontsLaiiding  features. 

As  reported  previousl}’,  the  genei’al  standard  of  housing  is  below 
present  day  requiremenfs  And  until  tluu'e  are  more  houses  of  a,  suit- 
able type  for  the  working  classes,  the  diiliculties  of  .sanitary  admini.s- 
t ration  regarding  housing  will  remain.  The  Housing  Ar-t,  lO  ■2:>,  is 
alreatly  tending  to  assist  in  this  dirccticm.  'J’lie  scheme  put  forth  bv 
the  District  Council  and  approt  ed  by  the  Ministiy  -‘f  Health,  provided 
for  12  houses  to  be  commenced  before  olst  Alarch,  1021,  by  means  of 
private  enterprise  Up  to  the  end  of  1 923,  plans  for  9 houses  w('re 
approved,  5 at  Belford  and  1 at  .Seahouses,  all  of  a type  which  is  badlv 
needed  and  which  has  not  been  built  in  the  district  for  many  years. 
Tdie  advent  of  private  entei'prise  is  a uni(]ue  event  in  the  history  of 
Belford,  and  every  encouragement  should  b>' givcm  to  f.-icilitate  more 
building.  No  additional  new  houses  liave  been  built  in  Telford  for  a 
great  number  of  years,  wlicrras  a number,  dilapidated,  iiave  b^en 
closed.  The  need  of  homses  is  even  moi-e  acute  at  this  date  than  when 
jirevious  housing  schemes  were  in  hand.  During  the  year,  the  whole 
of  the  town  of  Belford,  formerly  in  one  ownei\ship,  was  .sold,  and  now 
i?ulividual  ownei'ship  is  general.  A number  of  tenants  are  under 
notice  to  quit,  and  though  there  may  be  some  little  re-arrangement  of 
occupiers,  in  .some  ca.ses  outsiders  have  puicha.sed,  and  there  are  no 
houses  available  for  displacasl  tenants.  J’he  building  of  5 new  houses 
under  the  1923  Act  is  therefore  to  be  welcomed  as  a beginning,  and  it 
is  hoped  this  may  be  an  incentive  to  more  woi  k of  this  clas.s,  particula  ly 
on  behalf  of  the  owner-occupier,  a vei'y  desirable  object.  Individual 
ownership  is  showing  a beneficial  efiect  in  Belford,  e.specially  in  the 
ease  of  owner  occupiei’s,  many  oi  whom  have  already  efi'ected  marked 
improvements. 

Building  opei'ations  are  still  proceeding  steadily  at  Sea  Houses, 
but  one  hopes  to  see  more  houses  of  a smaller  type  ei'ected  under  the 
ju-ovi.sions  of  the  1923  Housing  Act. 

As  I’egards  sanitary  accommodation,  it  is  necessary  to  repeat  that 
this  lea\es  lOom  for  much,  improvement,  and  will  always  be  more 
troublesome  to  deal  with  until  it  is  mad«  compulsory  for  one  house  one 
completes  .sanitary  convenience.  'Tlu'  approximate  number  of  each 
type  of  closet  are: — Pri\'y  ashpits,  with  ])rivy  for  one  house  GGl  ; privy 
ashpits,  with  for  more  than  one  heuse  97  : pail  closets  Gb  ; w.c’s.  257. 
‘Since  1911  .some  G1  w.c  s.  have  l)een  put  in,  in  place  of  privies,  and  it 
is  hoped  it  will  be  po.ssible  to  have  moi’c  of  this  cla.ss  of  work  efi’ected 
in  the  near  future. 
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Dai-ing  ilie  year,  tlio  bakeluHises,  four  iii  number,  three  with 
machinery  installed,  have  boon  inspected  periodically  and  found  to  bo 
gtuierally  well  kept.  The  live  slaughter-houses  registered,  have  been 
kept  under  observation,  and  bavc  l)een  found  to  be  well  conducted. 
'L’here  are  25  cowsheds  on  the  register,  and  tlu'v  have  been  found 
fairly  W(.'ll  kept,  reipiests  fm-  limewashing  and  thorough  cleansing  being 
complied  with. 

Disinfection  is  carriisl  out  by  means  of  Formaldehyde  (using 
IMcDougall’s  Vaplamps).  'I'here  is  no  steam  disinfector  provided. 

The  area  is  not  industrial,  and  it  has  not  been  ueces.sary  to  take 
any  steps  regiirding  smoke  abatement. 

Special  mention  sbouhl  be  made  of  the  water  supply  to  Helford, 
which  has  bet  II  acquired  by  the  District  Council.  This  is  a notable 
step  in  the  puolic  interests,  and  any  extra  cost  there  may  be  to  con- 
sumers for  the  period  of  the  necessary  loan  is  amply  compemsated  bv 
the  value  of  the  undertaking  and  the  si;curitv  afforded. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  plans  approved  during  the  year,  so  far 
its  domestic  buildings  are  C(mcerned  : — 

Additions,  White  Swan  M-itel,  Nttrth  Sunderhvnd. 

Kouse  at  Belford,  for  Mr  .1.  .\itchison  Oiot  vet  commenced), 
j Bathroom,  Church  Street,  iielford. 

House  and  Shop,  Sea  Mou.ses  for  ^^r  11  W.  i\[acken/.ie. 

Two  Houses,  near  Council  Schools,  Seti  Hou.ses,  for  i\Ir  T.  Ik  Cregorv. 
Hf  U.se  at  Wvnding  Boad,  Bamburgh  (in  cour.se  of  erection). 

Af.ditions  to  'rugh.all  Hall. 

.House  and  Siiop,  Sea  Houses,  for  Mr  Craham 
Additions  tf)  Spindlestfjne  Mill  Cottage. 

House  at  North  Suntlerland  for  Mr  11.  .A.  .McDougle  (not  commenced 
yet). 

Two  Semi-detacheil  Houses,  near  Council  Schools,  Sea  Houses,  per 
Mr  J.  David.Sfui  (in  ctjur.se  of  erection^. 

Additions  to  Mr  Anflerson’s  jua)p(!rty,  North  Sunderland  (not  com- 
menced yet). 

Hotel  at  Bamburgh. 

Five  Cottages  tit  Belford  for  Air  W . Tully  (in  course  of  erection). 
House  and  Shop,  Sea  Hou.ses,  for  E.  I'ordy  and  Sons  (in  course  of 
erection). 

Bathroom,  Cliurch  Street,  Belford. 

Additions  to  Black  Swan  Hotel,  P>elford. 

Two  Cottages,  Crown  Street,  Sea  Houses  (in  course  of  erection). 
Bathroom,  Clark  Place,  Belford. 

Thos.  W.  Dodd, 

A.  B.  San.  1 
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Table  X. 

Birth-Rate,  Death-Rate  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  Year  1923. 

Frovisioiial  Jiyiii'es.  Provisional  Populations  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1922  have  been  usedjor  the  purposen  of  this  Table. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Report — 1923 
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